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Appendix 1: Flowchart for bruising/injury in non-independently mobile children 

  

Practitioner observes bruising and/or injury 
in a non-independently mobile baby/ child 

Child needs urgent medical 
attention. 

Yes No 

Record what the bruise/injury looks like 
and any explanation or comments offered by 
the parent/carer, directly quoting their words. 
 
Inform parent(s)/carer(s) of the reason for a 
child protection referral. 

Seek immediate emergency 
medical attention without delay (i.e. 
via Emergency Department/999) 
and make a child protection 
referral to Children and Families 
Duty Social Work (number on next 
page) 

Health Professionals  
(including GP, ED staff, Health 
Visitor, School Nurse, Family 
Nurse, acute/community 
medical and nursing staff) 

All other 
Professionals 

Immediate telephone referral to 
the Consultant Paediatrician at 
Borders General Hospital, 
available through switchboard, 
who will arrange to see the child.  

Immediate Referral to Children & 
Family Duty Social Work/ 
Emergency Duty Team 
(telephone number on next page) 
who will always liaise with the 
CPRO at Public Protection Unit 

Interagency Referral Discussion 

Paediatric Medical Examination 
 

Scottish Borders Child Protection 
Procedures to be followed 

Emergency Department 
clinician contacts Consultant 
Paediatrician through 
switchboard 
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